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changed daily and one of 
the city’s most extensive 
and reasonably priced wine 
lists. Serving was by wait- 
resses in native costume and 
hostesses patrolled dining 
areas decorated with Alsa- 
cian craftwork. Fish swam 
in tanks below pots of flow- 
ers. It was all done on a hu- 
man scale, tinged with 
warmth and people re- 
sponded to that. 

In 1968, Haeringer built a 
second-floor addition that 
raised his seating total to 
over 225. It was styled an 
“auberge,” a country inn, 
and its handcrafted design 
and imported tiles repre- 
sented the concept he hopes 
to realize more fully in- 
Great Falls. 

The bar space was useful. 
Chez Francois takes no res- 
ervations for luncheon and 
is often hacked up in the 
evenings.. But his staff ex- 
panded as well, to more 
than 90. A traditionalist who 
began work in the trade at 
14, Haeringer has little sym- 
pathy with the current work 
ethic. Time and again in 
conversation he returns to 
the subject. “Someone has 
to do the little things,” he 
said to ah interviewer sev- 
eral years ago. “We must 
find a way to make people 
proud to work in a trade. 
Not everyone can go to uni- 


versity and earn a 'big sal- 
ary.” 

The personal example he 
set didn’t rub off altogether, 
and while customers kept 
coming even when prices 
were forced upward the 
frustrations seemed to grow 
apace. 

About two years ago his 
desire to find an alternative, 
plus a feeling that the Clar- 
idge Hotel, in which Chez 
Francois is housed, was 
doomed, led him to buy a 
commercial property on 
' Springvale Road, a rural set- 
ting in Great Falls on the 
Virginia side of the Potomac 
near River Bend. 

The new restaurant, he in- 
sists, will be rustic, .small 
and spacious, seating only 
75 to 100. It may be open 
only for dinner during the 
week and will have a staff 
handpicked from his present 
crew. A second Haeringer is 
expected to be on duty in 
the kitchen. Jacques, Fran- 
cois’ eldest son at 24, 
trained at restaurants and 
bakeries in France after ob- 
taining a degree from the 
University of Richmond. 
Fresh fish dishes and ome- 
lets should be among the 
■ featured dishes. 

As a member of the “old 
guard” of Washington res- 
taurateurs and their Epicu- 
rian Club, Haeringer tried 


to build a bridge to the new;! i 
generation of French chefs.' ! 
whose restaurants have: i 
opened in the past 10 years;,' ’ 

He failed. The chefs pre-j ; 
ferred to stick with their; ! 
own organization, the Ami-j ; 
cale Culinaire. The 56-year-' • 
old Haeringer, who holds’; 
the French government’s ag- 
ricultural medal of merit, -is; 
carefully invited- to their - 
functions but represents ami ; 
other generation to many; .5 ; ; 

Now that his initial plan ; 
to operate both a country ; 
and city restaurant for si ; 
time is gone, Haeringer wilt* • 
push ahead in hopes of ■ 
opening his auberge; in the- ' 
fall. He is already fretting I i 
about stocking proper wines, ; 
about holding help until he 1 
can open and the details of; 
construction. "I’ll have - ‘ 
something no one else hast 
again,” he commented last; ; 
week. . ! 

The final two weeks of 
Chez Francois will be some-' 
thing of a running farewell; . 
party. The move thereafter'.- ‘ 
isn’t far. The site of the new , 
restauratnt is off Route 7j: 
about 10 minutes beyond the' ; 
Beltway. -*; f 

But to those who {glance- 
into the hole in the ground! : 
near Farragut Square oil; ; 
their way to lunch next fall,: 
it may seem a very long way, 
indeed. 



